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A NOTE FROM THE EIA TO THOSE 
THAT MANAGE SCHOOL PROPERTIES (K-12):

This document is a general treatment of asbestos issues to assist those that own or manage 
buildings that can contain asbestos-containing materials. Much of the information included 
here would also be germane to these issues in school properties. But do be advised that 
this document does not specifically enumerate the responsibilities for the management of 
asbestos issues on school-related properties. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has long established asbestos control regulations and guidance for schools. The EPA has 
a very helpful web page to guide those that are responsible for school properties and their 
regulatory responsibilities regarding asbestos management issues. Please take the time to 
open this web page and look for the section called “School Buildings.” 

http://www2.epa.gov/asbestos

DISCLAIMER

The authors of this document have created this publication to provide the owners and 
managers of properties that are known to have, or may contain, asbestos-containing 
materials with general guidance concerning the management of these materials.  It was 
not written to serve as a technical document for asbestos control specialists.  Reprinted 
material is quoted with permission and sources are indicated.  Reasonable efforts have 
been made to publish reliable data and information but the authors cannot assume 
responsibility for the validity of all materials or typographical errors.  Where interpretations 
of federal regulations have been made those interpretations reflect a consensus of 
opinions by the authors and asbestos control industry experts who peer reviewed this 
document and are not intended to represent a legal interpretation of the regulations. No 
attempt has been made incorporate regulations found at the State and Local level. If legal 
advice or other expert assistance is required, in relation to specific issues raised in this 
document, the services of a competent professional should be sought.  Efforts were made 
to assure that all photographs used in this document were clear of copyright violations. If 
any photograph used in this document is in violation of any copyright we will remove the 
item or properly cite its reference in the next document revision.

INFORMATION REGARDING LINKS 
TO WEB PAGES IN THIS DOCUMENT

 
We made a significant effort to assure that all web page links in this document were func-
tioning when we completed our editing process. It is likely that web links can change over 
time, especially those for federal and State/Local agencies. If a link does not appear to be 
working, copy the link from the text and paste it into your browser. This may be a matter of 
software as much as it could be a broken web page link. The reader should adjust securi-
ty settings in software to assure web pages are not blocked because of web page content 
or a “pop-up blocker” setting.  It is also possible that a web page could be unavailable 
because of periodic server maintenance. If the reader does ascertain that a web link is 
not functioning, please notify the EIA office. We will keep a list of any non-functioning web 
page links and will issue addendums periodically as a service to our readers.
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to another city; however, employees of a branch campus or 
facility in another city are not considered to be Authorized Users. 
Licensee is the person or entity which has purchased a license 
from the EIA and agreed to the terms of this limited license. 

Termination. This Agreement is effective until terminated.  You 
may terminate this Agreement at any time by destroying all cop-
ies (hard, digital or in any media) of this EIA Document. 

Governing Law, Venue, Jurisdiction. This Agreement shall 
be interpreted and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Maryland. Licensee agrees to submit to jurisdiction and 
venue in the state and federal courts of Maryland for any dispute 
which may arise under this Agreement. You also agree to waive 
any claim of immunity you may possess. 

Disclaimer of Warranty. All express or implied conditions, rep-
resentations and warranties, including any implied warranty of 
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose or non-infringe-
ment are disclaimed, except to the extent that these disclaimers 
are held to be legally invalid. 

Limitation of Liability. To the extent not prohibited by law, in 
no event will EIA be liable for any loss, damage, lost data or for 
special, indirect, consequential or punitive damages, however 
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related to the use or downloading of this EIA Document. In no 
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Thank you for purchasing the Environmental Information Association, Inc.’s (EIA) document 
“Managing Asbestos in Buildings: A Guide for Owners and Managers.” We sincerely hope you will 
find this document informative and helpful for your management of asbestos issues in the properties 
you own or manage. 

This project was based upon a realized need within the leadership of the EIA and the asbestos–
control industry to update the topics originally addressed in a 1985 United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) document entitled “Guidance for Controlling Asbestos-Containing 
Materials in Buildings” (EPA 560/5-85-024). The industry has referred to this original document as 
the “Purple Book” due to the color of its cover. When this document was published by the EPA, 
it was the principal source of information on basic asbestos issues faced by industry. Since the 
original publication of the Purple Book, the regulatory landscape has changed dramatically and 
our knowledge of asbestos control has improved significantly. For those that own and/or manage 
properties, there really has been a need for an updated Purple Book-type document that contained 
current information and guidance on asbestos control issues. This is our effort to provide that 
information to building owners and managers in a similar format to that of the original document. 
This project was not undertaken to merely update the original information found in the EPA’s 
Purple Book. The information is this document contains significant revisions to that of the original 
EPA publication.  This project was undertaken entirely by volunteers from EIA’s leadership and 
membership with no outside funding. 

On July 20, 2009, the EIA convened a steering committee meeting of senior asbestos-control 
industry leaders to review the need for this project. The consensus was that industry would benefit 
by our undertaking this process. From that point, all of the sections were written by volunteers 
that generously gave of their time and expertise in authorship and multiple reviews. The EIA also 
arranged and conducted a detailed peer review of the written materials. Peer-reviewers were 
chosen from applications sent by EIA members to best represent a cross section of professionals 
within the asbestos-control industry. They also gave generously of their time and expertise as 
volunteers.

This document was written for the general guidance of the owners and managers of properties 
that do or may contain asbestos-containing materials. It was not written to serve as a technical 
document for asbestos control specialists. The document was specifically written to address federal 
regulatory requirements, not the wide varieties of regulations found at the State and Local level. It 
is mentioned many times in this document that the reader has the responsibility to know regulatory 
variations at the State or Local level with the recognition that the most stringent guidelines are those 
applicable to given circumstances. The reader will find many helpful hyperlinks to web pages to 
assist in their information gathering. This document was written and peer-reviewed by asbestos 
control industry experts. As such, what the reader will find is that within this guidance we have 
agreed to a consensus of opinion. We did not try to incorporate every variation of opinion that 
can exist in how asbestos is controlled or perceptions of regulatory compliance. Because each 
chapter was written by volunteers, the reader will find some variation in writing style and subsection 
numbering.  Despite our best efforts to provide technically accurate information in this document, 
we realize that errors may be found.  We plan to have subsequent updates in the future to address 
technical errors or changes in federal asbestos regulations. 

This project was not funded by the EPA or any other source. Further, the EPA had no part in its 
revision or peer-review. We make no claim of EPA endorsement of this document. It was produced 
by the EIA and its members and leadership to service the building owners and managers in the 
United States. In this we hope we can assist the building owner/manager community to make 
informed decisions that will keep them in compliance with regulations, manage asbestos effectively 
and protect their workers and occupants from asbestos exposures. 

We hope you find this document of value!

Preface



Managing Asbestos in Buildings: A Guide for Owners and Managers   7 

This document would not have been possible without the foresight and leadership of dedicated 
senior members of EIA leadership. It started out with a conversation between friends at an EIA 
conference and with much effort and time passed we have produced what we hope will be a 
standard in the asbestos control industry for many years. We will be updating this document 
periodically and will improve our explanations and graphics as revisions are made; we are 
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My personal thanks to the following people that were of great help to me over the long haul in 
producing this first edition of Managing Asbestos in Buildings: A Guide for Owners and Managers:
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and vast expertise the technical excellence we planned for would not have been possible.

I thank the EIA leadership and its members for allowing me the honor to have served in the role of 
management of this project to produce what we hope will be long lasting asbestos guidance to the 
building owners and managers of the United States and our neighbors.

The honor has been to serve…

Thomas G. Laubenthal
Editor-in Chief

Message from the Editor-in-Chief
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Summary of Guidance
This section provides a simple overview of the topics that will be 
covered in this document.
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